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- EDITORTAL -

After almost three years and eleven editions of
"The ‘Log" both Mr. McKellar =nd I have decided to retire from
our respective positions, therefore, from December issue the
Journal will be under entirely new management.

. When it was decided to commence producing our own
magazine the founders hoped that members would make available the
resvlts of their research for the benefit of others, However; it
cannot be claimed that we received the wholehearted snpport of
members in thig objective and I may say that we have hsen greatly
disappointed and digillusioned by the apparent lack of literary

- support. Speaking for myself this is the prineiral reason why

T have retired from the position .of Editor.

- As far as I am aware "The Log" will continue to
appear as beforej however, the resignation of the founders will
I hope serve as a timely warning that if you are to have your own
magagine of reasonable standard and interest, then each and every

-reader must support it in some WEY .

: Firally, T would personally like to thank all readers
who have supplied material for "The Log" irregpective of whether
they were short notzs or fleet lists. Perhapg they will obtain =
little satisgfaction from the thought that they have been direcily
Tesponsible for the magazine appearing each quarter.
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TOT LOST COLLIERS.

Since our last issue,; the unfortunate foundering of two
tgixty milers' has occurred and resulted in congiderable loss
of life. The first vesgsel to go was the "Vicky™ which to be
correct should be described as an eX tgixty miler' as this
ship, formerly the "Caldare", was on her first voyage on account
of the new owners - a Phillipine Company. The "Jicky" was on
passage 1o Melbourne where she was to have taken-another veasel
(reported to be the disused dredge "Lzdy Stanley™) in tow, when
following an engine breakdown, she was overwhelmed and sank in
rough weather.

" Mhe "Ticky" ex "Caldare" was built for Augtralian Steamships
Piy. Ltd., (Howard Smith Ltd.) in 1930, by J. Lewis & Sons Litd.,
Aberdeen and was 760 tons gross, 171 feet six inches long and
powered by two three cylinder triple expansion engines driving
twin screws. Her official number was 140618, :

The foundering of the"Birchgrove Park" on 2nd August whilsd
on her regular gixty mile run, Wewcastle to Sydney, is alleged.
£o have been caused by the cargo shifting and the vessel was
subsequently overcome by rough seas. . No dounbt an enquiry will
be held in due course when the facts will be published.

The "Birchgrove Park" was built for R.W, Miller & Co. PHye.
Ltde, in 1930 by J. Lewis and Sons Ltd., Aberdsen and was 640
tons gross, 160 feet long and powered by a three cylinder triple
expansion engine driving a single screw. Her official number was
157592, Readers will have moted that by coincidence both vessels
were built by the same builder in the same year although of course
they were not sister snips. ' -

Further more, it is worthy of mention that $wo other unile
of Miller's fleet were lost in similar circumstances over twenty
years ago. The "Annie M Miller™ 707 tons gross, built in 1928 .
was lost on Bth February,1929 wailst the "Christina Praser" TL7
tons gross built in 1925 Was lost on c4th June 1933,

) In recent monthe the Australian seamens' union has raised
the question of the desirability of ‘vessels being equipped with -
quick release life rafts (as during the war) and the fact that
both '"Vicky" and "Birchgrove Park" were unable to launch their
lifoboats properly tends to nake one think that there could be
considerable merit to the suggestion. o i
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THE FIRST AUSTRALTIAN DSSTROYERS,

vy R. A. Sherlock.

The first mention of destroyers for the Commonwealth
Navy was made by the Naval Director, Capiain Creswell in answer
to questions by the Minister of Defence on 10th October 1905,
and it was propessd to acquire over a pericd of seven years;three
cruiser—-destroyers, sixicen torpedc boat destroysrs and
Tifteen first and second class torpedo boats.

Although this programme never came to anything it was
discussed for three and a half years in Parliament, particularly
the advaniages and disadvantages of the destroyer over the
submarins for which therec was considersble suppord.

It was not until 5th Pebruary,1909, that the Fisher
Government decided to order two destroyers teo be built and
completed in Bngland and also one to be erected in England
then dismantled and shipped to Australia for re-erection and
launching. Tenders were called in Qreat Britain and on
13th March,2(09, the High Commissioner was authorised by the
Government %0 accept tenders. The thrée vesssls subsequently
named "Parramatta, "Yarra' and"Warrego! were all ordered on 10th April,
1909, when the contracts ware signed.

PARRAMATTA, built by Fairfield Shipbuilding & Engineering Co.,
Govan, was launched on 9th Februgry91910, and underwent full
speed trials on 17tk June of the same year.

YARRA, bullt by Denny 3ros, Dumbarton, was Llaunched on 9th April,
1910, and underwent full speed trials on 17+th June, the same year.

Both vessels wers commisgsionsd at Greenock on 10th
September,;1910; and left for Aiustralia the same day, proceeding
via Portsmouth, Gibraltar, Port Said, Suez, Aden, Colombo, Singapore
and Balikpapan, arriving at Broome on 15th Wovember, afterwhich
they steamed fo Fremantlie, Bunbury, Albany, Port Adelaide and
arrived in Meibourne on 10th December,;1910. They were both dry docked
after their 14,211 mile voyage, which was carried out at economical
speed, which proved to be 713.8 knots. :

The destroysrs were temporarily commissioned as
unifg of the Royal Navy and were transferréd to the control of the
Commonwealth Government at. Broome. On the voyage out they were
escorted by H.M.S. "Gibraltar". At Fremantle, Captain Tickell of
"Parramatta" who was in charge, reported tc Senator Hon. G. Fe fearcs,
the Minister of Ztate for Defence, who handed him his first sailing
orders from the Commonwealth.

The vessels were improved "River' class and had a length .
of 245 feet, bear (moulded) 24'31", depth 14'9", and draught 8'6¢". Displac-
ment was TOO tons, guarantecd E.P. 10,000, shaft T.P. 12,000. Speesd 25 knots,
speed on trials 28 knots. Radius 2,990 miles at 14 knots. Three shafis
driven by Parsons turbines, sicam supplied by thres oil firsd boilers.

The complement totalied 66 and the armamsnt was one 4" Q,F.y;three 121b Q.F.,
three 18" torpede tubes and both were fitted with wirsless.
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WARREGO. ©built by Fairfield Shipbuilding fo., was shipped to

Sydney where she was re constructed at Cockatoo Iasland - -being

launched on. 4th April,;19711, and commissicned for servyice on 1st

June,1912, after having run.trials off Sydney Heads during April,1912.

She: obtained groater speed at full power than did "Parramatta" and "Yarra".

There were three other 'River' class destroyers — all
build at Cockatoo Island Sydney — these were "Huon" ex "Derwent",
Whorreng”" and "Swan'. ' '

HUON. ex Derwenty laid down 21.1.1913, launched 19.12.14, completed
2.2.19169 GOSt £1485315-‘.

TORTENS. laid down 25.L1.1913, launched 28.8.1915, completed
17-7019169 cost £158§621¢‘ -

SUAN. 1laid down 25.1.1913, launched 11.12.1915, completed 16.8.1916,
cost £160,989.

T+ was aanounced by the Federal Treasurer on 22nd
hugust,1929 that the six 'River' class destroyers waere to be put on
the digposal list and they were disposed of as followss

 PARRAMATTA: - Towed ¢ breakers Cockatoo Island during Octobers
19259, and broken up January,1930. _ .

YARRA: Broken up Cockatoo Island, December,1929—January,l930;
TORRENS: Towed o Cockatoo Island, October,1929, for gerappings
hull sunk by HMAS !'Canberra'! and tAlbatross?! 40 miles from
Sydney Headss 25.11.1930.. . -

WARREGO: Broken up Sydney 1930 - : _

SWANs Broken up Cockatoo Island January 1930« )

HUON s ‘stripped at Cockatoo Island and hull used as target for
HMA Ships fAusiralia" and "Canberra's. Registed attempts to sink -
by gunfire and sunk by a2 charge of gun cotton. 10%th April;1931.

Notes - The actual fate of the hulls of "pgrramstta, "Yarra", "Warrego"
and "dwan" is not known by the author. -
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K UMALTLA.

The 'Xumalla' was launched by Henry Robb Ltd., of Leith
for Union §. 8. Co of W.7%. on 8%h August. This veesel is
especially constructed for the carriage of pyretic ore
between Strahan (Tasmania) and ¥elbourne and she is expected

4o arrive in fustralian waters early next yeaT.

The 'Kumalla' - which is an aboriginal word meaning
1Pather' — is 1640 tons dwt, 230 feet b.p. and 43 feet beam with
. a loaded mean draft of 13 feet threc inches, she. will have a
speed of 11 knots.

" Union Company vessels’ previously employed in this
trade include "Kowhai', "Kahika", "rgmona' and "Kinil,.

VVWVVVVVVVVVVV'V'VWVVVVVVWVVVVVVVVVVVVV
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"L E N A" and "0 B'.

By. R+ Le Maistre.

L

- The 6alling of two Russian ships at Port Adélaide
a few months ago created Australia wide. interest. The
vessels were the "LENA" (7,503) and the "OB" (7,544), both of which were
returning to the Soviet after landing scientific parties in
the Mntarctic for the geo-physical year. The "LENA" was the
firegt to arrive and she came direct from the Antaretic base.
The "OB" came via Wellihgton H.Z. whers she may have been
geen by some of the New Zealand members of the Socisiys

The two vessels are sister ships and together with
a third vessel named "ENISEL" were built by De Schelde Xonink-
lijke Mij. N.V., Flushing, in 1954. They are specially designed
for navigetion in the watzrs of the Arctic Qcean and therefore of
the ice-~breaker iype vessel. The sharply cut away bow created
quite & deal of comment round the Port Adclaide waterfront.

The vessels are 38810" long, 81'10" broad with a
depth of 38'7" and have a crew of 65 and 68 respectively. They are
propelled by four two stroke cycle single acting eight ¢ylinder oil
engines, each with a bore of 16 9/16" znd a stroke of 19 11/16"
connected to a single screw through an electric motor. The oil engines
were built Dby the builder of thse ships and the electrical equipment was
gupplied by British Thomson-Houston Cc. Ltd., of Rugby, England.

The feature firet noticeable upon looking at the vessels
is the heavy looking appsarance and the ice breaker bows.
On coming cloger to the sghips the extremsly smooth finish to. the
hull plating is noticeable, all joints in thc plating being out
weideds Also noticeable from the exterior was the fact that the
widest part of the hull was at deck level, the hull tapering
inward towards the bottom.

‘ 411 deck.fittings were very substantial and another |
interesting feature was that the mooring stafticnsg at both bow
and stern were in uncbstructed view of the crows nest, which
contained a complete sct of conning equipment and engine room
controls. ' "

Crew accommodation was noticeably infericr to that

on Britigh vessels constructed zbout the same time. The men
are accommodated in six berth cabins which do not contain any
washing facilities and to my mind seemed large enough to house only two
mens The public rooms were a2 little more like the standard set in
modern vessels. '

Altogether the two vessels were very interesting but as
far as accommodation is conscrned, fall far behind the standard
set by recent vessels owned by other nations.

VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVYVVVYY
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THE AUSTRALIAN WHALING COMMISSICN;

By A J. Starke.

On. the 30th Naj,1956, the Avgtralian Whaling Commission
was abolished, and the following day the Shore Station at
Carnarvon We A. and a flest of threcz catchers became the property
of the Nor-West Whaling Co. of Perth, the 4512 béing made for

- £880,000.

The Commigsion was formed in 1949, puroh@éinm two vegsals:
from overseas in 19503 in which year it also ook dellvery of a
vessel bullt for its own account.

The vesselsvoperated in ghark Bay W.A.; the whales beiﬁg,
towsd to Carnarvon for processings ST

. During the short tlme the Commission was operating, it
made an’ operating profit of £1,163,657, which would guggest that
the Nor-West Thaling. Co. has madg a bargain.
WCARNARVON" -~ 598 gross. bullt 1950 by A & . Inglls, Glasgow.
' ~ Dimensions 179.2/167.0 x 31.0 x 18.2,
". gingle screw vessel, with 4 cylinder triple expansion.
' Engine made by’ North uastern Marine. .

nGASCOYNE": 344:gross. byilt- 1936 by Bremer Vulkan, Vegesaok.
oo © "Dimensions 146.5/ /13740 x 2641 x 134T+
Single screw vessel, with 3 cylinder triple expan81on.
Engine made by the builders:
Ex "SOUTHIRN BREZEZE" (Chr. Szalvesen of Leith).

YMINILYA" =~ = 249 gross. built 1930 .by skers, Oslo.
" Dimensions 113.0 % 23.9 X 13:2..
Single screw vabsel, with 3 nglnder trlple expansion
JEngine made by the builders:
Ex "THORVAARD" (Bryde & Dahl of Sandef jord, Norway)
Although purchased in 1950 this vessel was not
renamed until 1951. ..
o : s : A =
Funnel Ceolourings lelow with black ring. Louters W.C. 1in
‘ . black inside the Tings
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FORLD _SHIP SOCIETY

AUSTRALIAY 41D 13 ZDATAND SECTIONS

PHEOTO0 SCHEMSE . ..

As Mc. A. McoMillan of Dunedin will shorily be leaving
for Australia, he will be unable to continue as organiser of
the photo scheme and therefore his place will be taken by .
Mr. R. Re. LeMaistre of 40 Flinders Parade, Flinders Park,
South Australia. Our sincere thanks and appreciation are extended
Mr. McMillan for his capable handling of the photo scheme
during the last two years.. ’

- +-+It has been decided te adopt a different systenm in
regard t&.the photo scheme and henceforth a list will appsar’
in each isgue of 'The.Log' detailing photos available during
a gtated period. Orders will be received by ¥Mr. Le Maistre
up to-a fixed date (one for Australian and New Zealand, and one
for overseas). Photographs will not be ordered from the various
scources of supply until the respsciive closing dates, afterwhich
with as little delay as possible;¥r. Le Maistre will order the prints,
have them returned to him and digtributed.

Prints will.be post card sige and double weight paper

with the exception of those obtained from New. Zealand sourass
which will be printed on single weight paper, the regpective
prices being one shilling (1/-) and nins pence (9d), _
AUSTRALIAN CURRENCY cach. All remittances are to inciude six pence
postage and money orders etc., should be mads payable at the Port
Adelaide; Post Office; $th. Australia in ths name of E. R. Le Maistre.

_ We realise that it may not be possible, in.some instancesy
for your.orders to be received beforc the advertised closing datess
due to irregular mail schedules, but we would approciate early attention
to your orders teo avoid extra work for the organisers o '

We regret that costs have caught up with us and it has
been found necessary to incrcase the price of the prints, but we
hope you will continue %o support the scheme which in tuth is helping
to keep 'The Log' afloat.

In this issue of 'The Log!, details appear of photos available
under the new gystem. The closing dates for orders for Photograph
Offer No. 1. are 31st October,1956 for Australia and New Zealand, and
15th December,1956 for Overgcas.

VVVVVVVYVVV VYV VvV VYV VvV vy v VvV Y
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Available (for postage cost) from N.L. McKellar, P.O. Box a3,
'Tagworth:- R : _ L ' '

Appendix 4o Lloyds Register 1953.
Set of Suppiements to Llcyds Register 1954/53,

VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV
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was then owned by the United States Shipping Board and kaed been
laid up for some time. As economical operation in the days i
of depressien was not by any means possible, the Shipping Board -
hired her out %o Byrd for a dollar a year. The other ghip, the
wooden hulled "Bear of Qakland" had already a long background of
work in icy waterse. Built by A. Steven and Company in Dundee in
1874 as the "Bear", she gpent her first years as = whaler in the
arctic and in 1884, the United States Goyernment purchased hsr

for 100,000 dollars to search for the survivors of the CGrecley
Arctic TxPedition. She was later placed in the Revenue Cutter
gservice - the foererunner of the United States Coast Guard — and

in thig capacity she was fitted with & couple of six pounder guns.
She mainly ran up the coast of Labrador and for many years she was
the first ship into the Bering Sea when the ice melted. She ook
part in the rescue of many who were trapped in the ige fields and
wag known as the Angel of the Arctic. The "Bear" was active until
1928 when she was laid up and was later awarded to the City of
Cakland by an Act of Congress to serve as a maritime muscum. Byrd
approached the City of Qakland who agreed to put her up for auction
and allow Byrd to buy her for a very low figure. A4t the suction
howevery a local second hand dsaler nearly put a spanner in the
works when he bid 1,000 dollars. However, he must have been silenced
and Byrd was able to purchase the ship for 1,050 dollars. In
gratitude %o Oakland, he renamed the ship "Bear of Cakland", Buillt
of ocak, her hull was about 3 feet thick and was very well sheathed
and strengthened. She was 200 feet long, and had a beam of 32 feet.
She was 703 tons.net, top speed was 7 to 8 knots. The "Bear" left
Boston on September 25, 1933, and the "Rupperi" sailed on October 1l.
The lattsr ship made Wellington on December 5, 1933. The ships of
the expedition again used Port Chalmers as their base and for the
next two years were familiar visiitors to the port. They finally
left the Bay of Whales on DecomberT 1935, for the return voyage %o
the United States via the Port of Otago. The "Jacob Ruppert" was
Tenamed "Cocle" in 1941 end the 6530 tons freighter ran under the
Partamanian flag until.she was torpedoed by a submarine north of the
Azores on May 12y 1942.

1939/1941.

For the third expedltlon the. Uulted States Navy took over
the expense account and the ships were manned with Naval crews.
The old "Bear of Oakland" was again recalled for service - after
a thorough overhaul and the fitting of a brand new set of diesecl
engines. She wag renamed "U.S.S5. Bear", undsr the command of
Lt. Commander Re. 3. Cruzen. Tho other ship, the "North Star" was
algo wooden hwlled, having been buili in 1932 by the Berg Ship
Building Company,. Seattle. OF 1,642ftons she wag egquipped with
diesel engines, and with both the ships in the expedition having
this type of propulsion, thers were no worrles regarding bhunkers
that were a feature of the first two expeditions in which suppliss
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of coal became a major problem. The "North Star" was

commanded by Lt. Cermander I.K.T. Lystad.  The "U.S.3. BEARM

went direct to the ice while the*"North Star" called at
Wellington and Dunedin in- December 1939, before leaving the
1lztter port on Japuary 3, 1940, for Little America. Admiral
Byrd went South with the ghips in 1939, but left for the

United Staies and did not return when the '"Bear" and "Worth Star!
came back to Dunedin in December 1940, en reoute to Little
America to pick up the wintering party left there. They =ailed
direct to the United States from Antarctica.

Between expeditions, the "Bear of Oakland" had been
exhibited at the Chicage World Pair. During Torld War 1l, as
$he "I S.8. Bear" she went into service around Canada's Arctid
frontier for the Coast Guard. Tn 1947 the old ship was eold
4o the Shaw Steamship Company ané was refitted for sealing around
the coast of Labrador. She was finally laid up in 1953 after
79 years of service on voyages extending both farthest North
and farthest Scuth that men, up until that time; had ever
navigated. She is still registered to the ownership of F.M.
Shaw of Bridgetown, Barbados; as the "Arctic Bear". The -
"North S$tar" is now owned by the Western Boat Building Company
of Tacoma, Washingtcn. ‘

1946/1947.

The fourth expedition was on the grand scale and the
fleet of ships was_mrre in the nature of a Tagk Force and the
operation was conducted as a naval exercise. The main objective
of the expedition known as "OPERATION HIGH JUMP" was to map the
coast and 125,000 square miles of coast line was plotted. -The
group found fifteen islands of moderate aize, four large bays,
ons of which was 125 miles wide - and two new mountain ranges, each
about 15,000 feet in height. Admiral Byrd was Officer in Charge
with Rear Admiral Cruzen (who was in the 1940 expediticn) as
Officer in Charge of the Task Force. There were thirteen ships
and four theusand men in the expedition, which was gquipped with
latest scientific equipment. TFor the first time in %he Antarctic
high powered icebreakers were used and helicopters and amphibious
aircraft were employed to great advantage. The Tasgk Force comprised
the following vesselss—

Flagship was the United States Wavy transport "Mount Olympus" - =2

16 knot veszel with a displacement of 15,295 tons and a compleman b
of about 550 men. There were two transperts, the "Merrick" and
"YanceyW. Both ghips were of the standard C2 - S - Bl %ype cargo
ship. "ierrick" was completed in March 1945 by the FPederal Ship-
building Corporation snd deliversed o the United States Navy as
TAKA 9TY. She was released tc the ™nitd States Maritime Commission
post war and wag laid up for a time at Suisun Bay. She ig now

in gervice Ffor the Military Sea Transportatica Services
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The "Yancey AKA 93" is a similar class of ship, being built

by the Moore Dry Dock Company in 1944. ‘She is rsetained in the
United States Navy at present.. . The ships are propelled

by geared turbines and have'a speed of 16 knots.' The "Merrick"

had her radder broken off by an ice floe and had to be fowed to

Port Chalmers by the icebreaker "North Wind " . There, temporary
repairs were effected. Other ships were the submarine "Sennet' -
88408 - one of the. "Balzo" claés; (she became stuck in the ice

‘and had to be towed clear) the 19 knot seaplane tenders "Currituok
AVT" and "Pine Island AV123'" +the oil tankers "Canigtec!" and
"Cacapon' of the T3 -~ §2 -~ A1 type, each of 25,425 tons displacement,
with an operating radius of 18,000 miles and a speed of 18.8. knotss
two Gearing class destroyers, the "Browasor DD868" and the
Henderson DD785" and the Eszex class aircraft Carrier "Phillipine

. Sea ". This vessel was the largest uni® in the expedition, having
8 loaded displacement of 33,0C0 toas, a top speed of 33 knots and

a normal complement of 80/90 planes. On the expedition, however;
she mainly carried U. S. NWavy R4D type planes (better known as
Dakotas)s ~ She was brought as close as possible to the ice sheld
and the planes were flown off by the use of Jet Assigted Teke OFT
(JATO)  to Little America. The icebreakers "North Wind'", "Edisto"
‘and "Burton Island" made vp the flect. These three ships are 269
feet overall and have a beam of 63 feet and a loaded draft of

29 Teet. Normal displacement is 5,300 tons but fuily laden the
maximum displacement is 6,500 tons. They are propelled by six
diesel electric engines developing about 10,000 h.p. Bow
propellors are alsc fitted and 3,000 h.p. can be developed on the
forward screw of each ship- The cruising renge is 10,800 miles
and the ships are rated asg 15 knotters. The complemsent is about
23 officers and from 145 to 240 men, depending on the number reguired.
for the operation in hand. The ships have six tanks on either
side and water can be pumped from either side at the rate of 200
tons through 24 inch ducts, resulting in a total roll cf ten degrees
in 1% minutes. Two tanks, one at the stern, and one at the bow

" give a fore and aft motion and within five minutes the ships can
increase their forward draft by two feet and reduce the after

draft by 15 ins. The cut-a-way bow allows the ships to slither
up on top of ice up te 3 fest thick and bresk it by sheer weight,
at a speed of 10 knots.  The rolling and pitching modlons are
only used when the vessel ig in very thick ice and ice up to
fifteen feet thick has been broken in this manner. = The forward
propellor is brought into action and this draws the floe dowvnward
snabling the vessel to climb on top and break it. =~ Each breaker
normally carries two helicopters. The side plating of the ghips
is from 1% to 1f inches thick and is of high tensile steel.

Each ship carries two small landing craft, two motor whale boate
and one "Greenland" type motor cruiser. The ships ars a mass of
equipment and a separate set of navigating controlyg ig fitted in
the crow's nest. : : :

(to be continued and condluded in Dacember issue.)
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CM™A T A CAM A"

By-Rl-Parsoné.

-0n the 14ﬁh October, 1897, the shlp rigged wooden

Chllean vessel, "Atacama" put into Sydney Harbour flying distress

=

signals in a very unseaworthycondition, Captain H, C. Spruld,
magters. Lloydts surveyors reported large repalrs were HecesSsary =
Vessrs Mort's Dock tendering to do the work for £7,C00. The
Chilean Consul considersed this too costly and ordered M"Atacama

g0ld at auvction. Messrs. Cowlishaw Bros. of Sydney bought her

for £700,; retained Captain Spruit in command and ordered her refitted
with no expense to be SPared.‘

"Atacama" wes bullt 1875 by Smit Bros.  Alblasserdam; was
1961 6" x 391! x 27! 6", Sguare stern, 3 maste, ship rigged,
1,379 tons gross and when registered in Sydney January 1898, given
Brltlsh official humber 106,162 ; signal 1etters P. L D.PF.

' The work was flnlshed early January 1898 and "Atacama
¢cleared Sydney for San Dlego via Newcastle, W.S.W. January 21sb
1898, On February Ath, 1898, within 24 hours of leaving Newcastla,
she was abandoned in a sinking condition in heavy weather;, and
later foundered, the Captain and four seamen being the only survivors.
They were picked up by the tug Meveret after "severs privations"
t0 quote the subsequent courit of inguiry. One man of -the Captain's
boat was drowred, and.the other 12 members of the crew in two boats
wers never agaln seens

The board of inquiry sitting in Sydney prefixed its report
with the observation that the evidence was very conflicting and hard
to obtain and assess but stated that Capiain Spruit was in no way to
-blame and the members of the Court were of the opinion that had the

overhaul been carried out thorcughly the dlsaster may well have been
averted. .

- It was revealed at the inguiry that the'driginalrsurveyors

~indicated one of the main items to be attended was the stripping of

the copper from "Atacama's" hull and having the ship reooppered. This
was not done. auite a lot of money was spent on repairs to upper works
and the inside of the ship but apart from caulking a small leak

nothing was touched on the hull.. . The court remarked upon this but

aleo pointed out that Capiain Spruit had been in command of- the ship-

for a considerable poriocd and had expressed himself satisfied and

ready to take the ship to sea.

Another point raised was the Ffact that the Owners never
insured their ships. Their practice was to insure the cargo only
but in’‘the case of "Atacama" they expericnced great difficulty in
arranging cover and only suceceeded upon paying rather large

OV@I‘.-----
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premium.  Nothing was deduced from this fact, in the reporte

The inquiry seemed tc. find it gifficult to blame any .
one but indicated it was unhappy about the condition of the shipy
and it appeared as though the court was. trying to implicate thse
" Owners but felt insufficient evidence was before them. . Throughout
their report was the reference to conflicting and insufficient
gvidence.

-
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R. A, N. Resgorve . Shipss

Ships of the Royal Augtralian Navy which have been
moored in reserve in Corio Bay,; Geelong for some years are
0 be transferred to Sydney as circumstances permite.

: The 'River' class frigates 'Burdekin' and
#Diamantina' have already left whilst 'Culgoa' -and the
minesweeper "Cowra!" are undergoing refit at the Naval Dockyards
Williametown prior tc being towed north.

In addition the ccean minesweepers 'Bowen' and
'Latrobe! have been sold overseas and left Melbourne in
tow of the British %ugz 'Bustler' during July bound for
Bong Kongi
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HTMALAT A.

The P & O S.N. Coe, liner 'Simalaya' (27,955. 1949)
is to make a Ghristmas/ Wew Year cruise which will include
.a call at Hobari at which port many P & O and Orisnt Liners
oalled in pre war days. However this will be the first P & O
liner oall at that port since the war, with the exception - '
of "Strathnaver" (22,270. 1931) which, during her three funnel
days, spent a few hours at Hobart in 1947, disembarking immigrants.

The 'Himalaya' is scheduled to sall from dobart.
on Christmas Bve for Wellington, Auckland, Sydaney and Melbourne.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT. :

I regret to say that I have overlocked thanking
¥r. A, J. Starke for drawing and providing the cover for this
Year's 'Log! (V/}. No. 1. ) and now tender my belated thanks and
appologize.
VVVVVVVVVVVIVV VVVVVVVVVVVVYVVVTVVVVVVVVVY
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. IN B3R IET.

"Pred Olssen” (V. 3 No. 2.) receantly purchased by Huddart Parker Litd.,
has been renamed "WATAMURRA" an aboriginal word meaning

*Sacred Object?, and is expected to arrive in Australian waters
during Septsmbers

Newoastle & Hunter River S. Co. Ltde; will adopt the new title
of Scuthern Shipping Co. Litd.; ag their vessels are mainly
employed in the Sydney / Tasmania trade.

The "Kooralya" (3169; 1944) owned by McIlwraith McEachern Lids,
was recommissioned in August after undergoing specizl survey
at Sydney during which the accommodatlon was rebuilt and the
vessel converted to oil fuel.

The "Mernoo"-('2496. 1926). owned by the Melbourne Steamship Go. Ltde,
has been pérménently withdrawn from coastal trading and is

at present laid up at Williamstown, Viec. ‘Her last special survey
was carried out in July 1952. Tt is believed that the wvessel

hags been sold .to Hong Xong Owners.

The "Iron Prince" §3,380. 1923 ex mlouura) owned by Broken

Hill Pty. Cos Ltde; has been sold and will load in ¥.8.W. for

Japan as the "Kenmbla Breeze".

The "Culter" (7,030. 1941) — see V.2 No. 1 and V.2. ¥o. 3.- has
bsen rechartered for service.on the Australian coast and is
now on passage from U.K. to Australia. It is understood the
chartersrs are Huddart Parker Ltd and the vessol will be
employed on the ceal and .iron ore trade.

Reported in "“The HarbourM:- The ‘Neo‘Hebridais 11 ex 1Koranui !
has been sold to Hong Kong breakers. :

The "Koojarra™ the new W. A. State Shipping Service passenger/cargo
vegsel is.expected to be handed over at Newcastle early in
Sopiember.
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SYDNEY BRANCH.

The Sydney Branch have continued to hold their
monthly meetings during June, July and August and the organisers
are very pleased with the good attendances and increase in numbers.

Every effort is.being made to organise visits to
ghips and it is hoped that a vessel belonging to the Austraiian
Shipping Board and also the Royal Interccean Lines' "Straat Banka"
will be visited shortly.
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. A NOTE FROM Mr. As J. Staike

Elsewhersg in this. journal you. w111 read the news that
Messrs Stavens and McKellar have decided that they can-no .
1cnger ‘produce 'The Log! for us. . I am surc that all members -
in both Australia and New Zealand will read this aannouncement
with real regref, as they have both done a first class job, one
which we' have all appreciated, albeit the lack.of contributions
mey &t times have suggested ctherwise. On behalf of us all——u-
thank you.

T will be taking on the job of’ “dltor,-za decdision. reached
“oniy’ after the ‘pledge of regular support from a few memberss This
will mean that the age old ory for copy wills henceforth’ come B
from'me and will nect, I hopes go unheeded as it. spparsntly
has in %The past. ' . - T L

Y
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- A1l correspondence concernlng ’The Log' should bs addressed
to the Agent in Australias o ‘
"~ Mr. A. T Starke,
21 Symonds. Street, .
PORT PIRIE. ©Sth Australla.

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv '
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#11 enguirics voncerning photographs to be purchased from
the Australia & Nsw Zealand Sections of the World Ship Society should be
addressed to: - e _
ﬁr, R . L .,1strc,
40 Flinders I-rade, s
FLINDERS. PARK, - 7~
South Australia,
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. This issue of tThe Log' was preparéd in Mélbourne and prlnted
‘ - at TA?WNRTH.
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